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“Attitudes towards death are slowly changing and today people want to celebrate a life, they tell us that
having a Colourful Coffin brought a smile to everyone's face on a sad day, and that's how we like to
think of the service we offer."

To talk to Mary Tomes or to find
visit
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When Alex Arter and Sue Harrison each lost a loved one, they said choosing a
Colourful Coffin helped them and their families cope on a very sad day.
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Alex chose a montage of favourite family photographs to celebrate the life of her late
husband Terry; while Sue picked a pretty rose design for her mother, Rosemary.

Here, they each tell their stories:

Terry Arter, a commercial carpet planner
and fitter, died aged 60 and it was the
funeral director who gave his widow
Alex details for Colourful Coffins.

“The funeral director gave me catalogue
after catalogue but | kept saying ‘that's
not my husband'. Then they gave me a
leaflet on Colourful Coffins and I knew
straight away that was what | wanted,"
she said.

With daughter Nicole, she chose a design which showed lots of
photographs of Terry and the family in happier times; on their
wedding day, pictures of Nicole as a child and of Terry with friends.

“Terry was always laughing and playing jokes on people and that's
why | didn't want his funeral to be morbid, | wanted it to be a
celebration of his life. | didn't want to be staring at a ‘boring’ old
coffin, this meant | could look at nice pictures of him laughing and
making other people laugh, which is how he would have wanted to
be remembered,” added Alex.

“Nothing was too much trouble for Colourful Coffins and when
| saw it finished, | couldn't believe it, | was so, so pleased. It
exceeded my expectations and was absolutely fantastic.”

Sue Harrison, from Dorset, wanted to give her
mum Rosemary — known as Rose — a very special
send off and, together with her family, she chose
the Beautiful Roses design because they felt it
was so perfect for her.

She asked the funeral director to order the
design, which features a montage of pink
roses set against a cream and green coloured
background, after seeing it on the Colourful
Coffins website.

“From the moment we walked in to the church
and saw that beautiful coffin with a few real
roses scattered on top, our hearts were lifted and
it set the tone for the whole day," said Sue.

“So many people remarked on how lovely it was
and how it was just what she would have chosen
for herself. She was a very creative person who
loved to paint designs, pictures and patterns
and some people even said it was as if she'd
designed it herself.

“We have such positive rather than negative
memories and much of this is due to that lovely
coffin. It made such a difference.”
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